Hawaii State
Department
of Education

Hawaii State Department of Education
Archived Assessment News

Assessment Section

808-733-4100
hsa/SAS/HIDOE@notes.k12.hi.us

Assessment News
May 15, 2015

Top News This Week
Smarter Balanced Assessments Administration Surveys
Any school level staff member who assisted with the administration of the Spring 2015 Smarter Balanced
English Language Arts/Literacy and/or Mathematics Assessments is encouraged to complete an anonymous
online survey about the administration of the assessments. The Smarter Balanced Assessments Administration
Survey can be accessed by following the link at http://alohahsap.org/SMARTERBALANCED/test-administrators/
or by clicking here.
The Parent/Student Smarter Balanced Assessments Administration Survey is for students in grades 3-8 and 11,
who took the Smarter Balanced English Language Arts and Mathematics Assessments during Spring 2015, and
their parents to complete. Students and parents are encouraged to complete this anonymous online survey
about the Smarter Balanced Assessments by following the link at
http://alohahsap.org/SMARTERBALANCED/students/ or by clicking here. This link may be forwarded to
students who were administered the assessments and their parents.
This valuable feedback will be reviewed by the Department’s Assessment Section staff and used to make
appropriate adjustments to the test administration procedures for the Spring 2016 administration of the Smarter
Balanced Assessments.

Professional Development Opportunities for Building Educators' Smarter Balanced
Assessment Literacy including Hand Scoring of the Interim Assessments (repeat)
The Assessment Section, in partnership with WestEd and the Stanford Center for Assessment, Literacy, and
Equity (SCALE), will provide a series of two-day face-to-face professional development opportunities for
Building Educator Assessment Literacy across the state during July 2015 (see DOE Memo dated May 8, 2015).
The training will provide educators with a deeper understanding of Smarter Balanced performance tasks, how
they assess the Hawaii Common Core, and the implications for classroom instruction. The professional
development is a two-day event and participants must be available to attend both days. The workshops have
been scheduled for the following dates:
Date
July 7 - 8, 2015
July 9 - 10, 2015
July 13 - 14, 2015
July 15 - 16, 2015
July 20 - 21, 2015

Time
8:00–4:00
8:00–4:00
8:00–4:00
8:00–4:00
8:00–4:00

Location
Oahu (Central and Leeward): TBA
Maui including Lanai and Molokai: TBA
Hawaii (both East and West Hawaii): TBA
Oahu (Honolulu and Windward): TBA
Kauai: TBA

The Assessment Section will support the participation of one English Language Arts/literacy and one
mathematics instructional leader at each school to participate in this professional development opportunity. In
addition, each Complex Area Superintendent is also invited to send up to two complex area representatives
whose responsibilities include supporting schools with the implementation and use of the Smarter Balanced
Interim Assessments.
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Assessment Section support will include a stipend of $164 per day for 10-month DOE employees as well as
airfare, lodging, and per diem for neighbor island participants when appropriate. Participants from Molokai and
Lanai should attend the professional development on Maui.
The online registration form for each training may be accessed at the following
link: https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form?EQBCT=0fabbb2cc2df48cc8eacdc03bbf60268
Educators may register online. The registration period will end on Wednesday, June 3, 2015. Completing the
online request form does not guarantee registration for a training date. The Assessment Section will review the
list of requests on a rolling basis to ensure the key staff members at each school and complex area are given
first opportunity to register. Once confirmed, each registrant will receive a confirmation email. Additional DOE
participants will be accepted on a space available basis.
In the News
Center for American Progress, 5/14/15
Press release: “STATEMENT: Student Performance ‘Honesty Gap’ Underscores Need to Provide Accurate and
Actionable Information to Families, Says CAP’s Carmel Martin”
https://www.americanprogress.org/press/statement/2015/05/14/113247/statement-student-performancehonesty-gap-underscores-need-to-provide-accurate-and-actionable-information-to-families-says-caps-carmelmartin/
Del Mar Times (CA), 5/14/15
Op-ed: “Testing, testing…1,2,3”
http://www.delmartimes.net/news/2015/may/14/education-matters-testing/
EdSource, 5/12/15
Article: “School districts start receiving early results on Smarter Balanced tests”
http://edsource.org/2015/school-districts-start-receiving-early-results-on-smarter-balancedtests/79630#.VVN_DtpViko
EdSource, 5/11/15
Article: “Broad coalition, poll show support for Common Core”
http://edsource.org/2015/broad-coalition-poll-show-support-for-common-core/79627#.VVHy_9pViko
The Journal Times (WI), 5/11/15
Op-ed: “State should leave Badger Exam in Place”
http://journaltimes.com/news/opinion/editorial/journal-times-editorial-state-should-leave-badger-exam-inplace/article_44b53f7d-80f0-50c0-9875-f851318767ae.html
Education Post, 5/11/15
Op-ed: “Common Core Isn’t Just for Math and English”
http://educationpost.org/common-core-isnt-just-for-math-and-english/#.VVOH09pVikq
Resources
Education Commission of the States ECS Education Trends report – The Education Commission of the States
(ECS) released a new report: Assessment Opt-Out Policies: State responses to parent pushback. As states
across the Consortium prepare to administer the operational assessments this spring, the conversation around
parents wanting to opt their children out of tests is growing louder. This report highlights the ways states are
addressing this hot-button issue and it can be accessed here:
http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/01/17/68/11768.pdf
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Data Quality Campaign Factsheet on Education Data—The Data Quality Campaign produced a report outlining
myths and facts about the assessment consortia and data privacy. The comprehensive report “Getting the Facts
Straight about Education Data” can be accessed here:
http://www.dataqualitycampaign.org/files/Facts%20about%20EdData-CCSS%20Assessments.pdf.
CCSS Forward—CCSS Forward, a section of the CCSSO website, is designed to provide updates on new
resources and shine a spotlight on state leadership with Common Core implementation. It can be found at
http://www.ccsso.org/CCSS_Forward_State_Resources_and_Success_Stories_to_Implement_the_
Common_Core.html.
Khan Academy Common Core resources—Khan Academy has free online resources and exercises that align
with the Common Core and that can be personalized to the needs of individual students. The resources can be
found at https://www.khanacademy.org/commoncore.
A Primer on Common Core–Aligned Assessments—Education First developed a briefing for state policymakers
and advocates about Common Core–aligned assessment systems, including Smarter Balanced. The
presentation can be found at http://www.education-first.com/files/A_Primer_on_Common_CoreAligned_Assessments_Education_First.pdf.
Key Facts about the Common Core State Standards—Alliance for Excellent Education publications on the
CCSS can be found at the following links: http://www.all4ed.org/files/CCSSFacts.pdf and
http://www.all4ed.org/files/CommonCore101.pdf.
Follow Smarter Balanced on Twitter—Follow @SmarterBalanced for resources and links to the latest news
about the Consortium.
Smarter Balanced Hawaii—Information and resources related to the administration of the Smarter Balanced
Assessments in Hawaii is located at the statewide testing portal: http://AlohaHSAP.org.
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