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Top News This Week 
 
1. "Revised" School Year 2015-16 Testing Windows for Smarter Balanced Assessments, 
Hawaii State Science Assessments, Hawaii State Alternate Assessments, End-of-Course 
Exams, ACT College and Career Readiness System, and National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP)  
 
This is an update to the memo dated April 23, 2015.  Note revisions in red.  This updated memo was re-posted 
on the Lotus Notes DOE Memos and Notices on 09/25/15.  If you do not have a currently active Department of 
Education Lotus Notes email account that is needed to view this memo, please call the Oahu Customer Service 
Desk staff to request assistance in activating your email account.  They can only be contacted via phone in 
order to assign an electronic case number to your request.  This is why they do not provide an email address.  
 
Department's Customer Service Desk  
Oahu Schools: 564-6000  
Neighbor Island Schools: Hats # 8-1-808-692-7250  
Monday-Friday, except holidays  
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  
 
 
2. ACT Assessments  
 
ACT Aspire (Grades 8, 9, and 10)  
 
Recorded Infrastructure Trial (INFT) Portal Webinar Training  
 
The webinar trainings that were held on 9/22/2015 (Tuesday) and 9/29/2015 (Tuesday) have been recorded 
and will be posted in mid-October 2015 to the ACT Testing: Hawaii website at 
http://act.org/aap/hawaii/aspire.html on the ACT Aspire homepage in the "Training" section for access and 
review at a convenient time.  
 
 
Infrastructure Trial (INFT) Portal Hands-On Practice  

The portal, which is a simulation environment that allows schools to learn the functionality of ACT Aspire that 
applies to both online and paper testing, is available for use from September 21 - December 16, 2015.  Please 
use the following link to register for access to the ACT Aspire Infrastructure Trial 
Portal:  http://goo.gl/forms/s6wuGAkmmm.    

**Note:  Although the due date to register was Friday, September 25, 2015, schools can continue to 
register for access to the ACT Aspire Infrastructure Trial Portal.  

  

Hawaii State Department of Education 
Archived Assessment News Assessment Section 808-733-4100 

hsa/SAS/HIDOE@notes.k12.hi.us 

1 
 

http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/Pages/home.aspx
http://alohahsap.org/
https://intranet.hawaiipublicschools.org/offices/osip/aa/sbac/Pages/default.aspx
http://act.org/aap/hawaii/aspire.html
http://goo.gl/forms/s6wuGAkmmm
http://alohahsap.org/SMARTERBALANCED/resources/?section=5
mailto:hsa/SAS/HIDOE@notes.k12.hi.us


Assessment News 
October 2, 2015 

 

2 

Official ACT Aspire Portal Invitation  

On October 14, 2015, ACT Aspire test coordinators will receive an email from admin@actaspire.org inviting 
them to the ACT Aspire Portal which is the test management system that will be used to complete tasks related 
to the administration of the actual assessment.  Access to the portal will allow the ACT Aspire test coordinators 
to do many things, such as setting up accessibility and accommodations, creating test sessions, monitoring 
testing, etc. Therefore, on October 13, 2015, ACT Aspire test coordinators will receive an email from the 
Department's Assessment Section which will include information and instruction about what to do when each 
school's ACT Aspire test coordinator receives the portal invitation on October 14, 2015.  

Online Testing Only - Technology Readiness Survey and Technology Readiness Training Webinars  

On October 2, 2015, schools' technology coordinators received an email which will include an electronic survey 
concerning a school's technology readiness to administer the ACT Aspire Assessment online. The purpose of 
the survey is to help the ACT Aspire staff identify any technology related information at your school that may be 
an issue for online testing during March 2016. The email also included information about registering for one of 
the two Technology Readiness Training Webinars that will be held on Tuesday, October 20, 2015 (9:00 a.m. - 
11:00 a.m.) and Thursday, October 22, 2015 (1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.). The webinars will provide necessary 
information for each school's technology coordinator about the technology setup in preparation for the 
administration of the ACT Aspire Assessment online. Technology coordinators will learn how to configure the 
school environment for testing, use of the ProctorCache, assess readiness with SystemCheck, preview the 
student test delivery system known as TestNav, and information about hardware and software requirements. 
The due date for a school's technology coordinator to complete and submit the survey and to register for either 
of the two webinars is October 16, 2015.    

 
The ACT (Grade 11)  
 
School Establishment Information  
 
ACT sent a "Welcome" email communication to schools during the week of September 21-25, 2015. This email 
provided the school test coordinators with an introduction to The ACT Assessment.  As a reminder, please refer 
to Hawaii's The ACT homepage at http://www.act.org/aap/hawaii/act.html for the most current information 
regarding the March 2016 administration.  
 
 
3. Hawaii State Alternate Assessments - HSA Alt (Grades 3-8 and 11)  
 
Fall 2015 HSA-Alt Independent Field Test for Science  
The Fall 2015 testing window for the grades 5, 9, and 12 HSA-Alt Independent Field Test for Science ended on 
October 2, 2015.  The Assessment Section staff would like to say "THANK YOU" to the Special Education 
teachers who assisted their students in completing this important field test administration.  Your hard work will 
make it possible for the Spring 2016 HSA-Alt Science Assessment to be more adaptive for the students.  
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4. Smarter Balanced ELA/Literacy and Mathematics Assessments (Grades 3-8 and 11)  
 
Dissemination of Students' 2014-15 Paper Family Reports  
 
Schools should disseminate family reports by end of first quarter, October 2, 2015.  Flexibility in the deadline for 
report distribution is available when a complex is strategically coordinating distribution of the reports within their 
community.  Please notify Brian Reiter, Assessment Section Administrator, via lotus notes or at (808) 733-4100 
by September 15, 2015 if schools within your complex are distributing the reports during the second quarter. 
Notification is important so that we can respond to questions about when families will receive their child’s score 
report.  
 
 
Sample 2014-15 Family Report, Interpretive Guide, and Cover Letter  

2014-2015 
Sample 
Family 
Report [pdf]  

This sample score report shows a Grade 8 student’s best performance on the Smarter Balanced 
Assessments for English Language Arts (ELA)/Literacy and Mathematics. It also shows whether a 
student has reached proficiency in the different areas of ELA and math, and suggests how the 
family can help him or her improve in these areas. 

 

2014–2015 Smarter Balanced Family 
Report Interpretive Guide [pdf]  
2014–2015 Family Report Cover 
Letter [docx]  

These documents are intended to help parents and educators 
understand how to read and find information contained in the family 
report. 

 
 
Approved Cut Scores  

Approved 
Cut 
Scores 
[pdf]  

This document provides the approved cut scores for the Smarter Balanced Assessments.  

States in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium will report scores on the assessments in 
several ways, which can serve different purposes for their stakeholders. Threshold scale scores for 
four achievement levels are the basic units of reporting. These scores indicate the minimum 
performance required for meeting an achievement level expectation. A student who has achieved a 
threshold scale score is assumed to have the knowledge, skills, and processes included in the lower 
achievement level(s), i.e., Not Met (Level 1), Nearly Met (Level 2), Met (Level 3), Exceeded (Level 4).  

These scores, which fall along a continuous vertical scale (from approximately 2000 to 3000) that 
increases across grade levels, can be used to illustrate students’ current level of achievement and 
their growth over time. When aggregated, these scores can also describe school- or complex area-
level changes in performance on the tests and can measure gaps in achievement among different 
groups of students. The Hawaii Common Core Standards for ELA/Literacy and Mathematics set 
higher expectations for students and the new tests are designed to assess student performance 
against these higher standards. 

 

 

http://alohahsap.org/SMARTERBALANCED/wp-content/uploads/Spring-2015-Sample-Grade-8-Smarter-Balanced-Family-Report.pdf
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